
2018. The theme is “Science, Natural 
Theology, and Christian Apolo ge tics”. It 
has been edited by our Chief Ed itor, our 
Book Editor Bjørn Hinder aker, and with 
Peter S. Williams as our Guest Editor. We 
are truly grateful for Pete’s assistance in edi-
ting all the texts and for his own substantial 
contributions, and we also extend our 

thanks to all the other contributors. So, 
with out further ado, I will let our Guest 
Editor introduce the exciting content of this 
first open access issue of Theofilos.   

Tolle et lege! 
 

Stefan Lindholm, Editor  
Uppsala, Sweden, December 2020
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In early 2018, I proposed an annual re -
search ‘symposium’ to be held at the NLA 
Gimlekollen Campus (with academic pre-
sentations and discussion, but with coffee 
replacing the traditional Greek wine). I 
was delighted to see NLA colleagues run 
with the concept, such that the Veritas 
Re  search Symposium launched in Octo -
ber 2018 now is an annual event at the 
campus in Kristiansand, Norway. The 
symposium’s focus is research on challen-
ges, themes, and issues in Christian apolo -
getics and related missiological, theologi-
cal and philosophical areas. The sympo -
sium is closely linked to the annual Nor -
we  gian Veritas Conference.1 

The theme chosen for the inaugural 
sym posium was Science, Natural Theo lo -
gy, and Christian Apologetics. This is an 
exciting topic for interdisciplinary re search 
of key relevance to contemporary culture. 
Once we had a view of the proposed 
papers, it became clear that they fell natu-
rally into three sub-topics which we used 
to structure the Symposium: ‘Issues in 
Gene sis’, ‘Issues in Natural Theology’ and 
‘Issues in Contemporary Popular Culture’.  

Papers presented at the 2018 sympo -
sium were subsequently read and com-
mented upon by the co-editors of this 
Supplement issue of Theofilos (Chief Edi -
tor Lars Dahle, Book Editor Bjørn Hin der -
aker and myself as Guest Editor), before 

being revised by the contributors and sub-
mitted to the standard double blind peer 
review process.  

The academia section 
The editorial and the peer review procedures 
resulted in seven academic articles from the 
Symposium. The articles cover the three topi -
cal areas mentioned above and represent a 
fascinating spectrum of positions and per-
spectives.  

Issues in Genesis 

· Jens Bruun Kofoed (Fjellhaug Inter na -
tional University College):   
‘Approach ing Genesis and science: 
Herme neutical principles and a case 
study’ 

· Gunnar Innerdal (NLA University 
Col  lege, Bergen): ‘The origin of sin – in 
dialogue with natural science’ 

Issues in Natural Theology 

· Knut-Willy Sæther (Volda University 
Col lege): ‘The apologetic fruitfulness 
of a revised natural theology’ 

· Atle Søvik (MF Norwegian School of 
Theology, Religion and Society, Oslo): 
‘How to formulate the fine-tuning 
argu ment for the existence of God?’ 

· Steinar Thorvaldsen (UiT, The Arctic 
University of Norway, Tromsø): ‘Intel -
li gent design and natural theology’ 

Introducing the Theofilos Supplement issue on Science, Natural 
Theology, and Christian Apologetics 
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Issues in Contemporary Popular 
Culture 

· Peter S. Williams (NLA University Col -
lege, Kristiansand): ‘Scientific Rebut -
tals to “Ancient Aliens” as Popular 
Alternatives to Biblical History’ 

· Margunn Serigstad Dahle (NLA Uni -
versity College, Kristiansand) and  
Ing vild Thu Kro (NLA University Col -
lege, Kristiansand): ‘“Unraveling the 
Mystery”: Assessing The Big Bang 
The o ry as a Secular Fictional Universe’ 

The other sections 
This special Supplement issue also pre-
sents a selection of thematically relevant 
contributions in the usual forum, biblos 
and nota bene sections of Theofilos.  

We are especially pleased to have recei-
ved permission to include previously 
published articles by Oxford emeritus 
pro fessor John Lennox and Genesis specia -
list C. John Collins. As keynote speaker 
at the Veritas Conference in 2018, Len -
nox visited our Symposium with an inspi-
rational greeting. The essay from Collins 
highlights some significant, and maybe 
un expected, contributions from Francis 
Schaeffer and C.S. Lewis, influential 
Christian apologists in the 20th century.  

forum 

· Peter S. Williams (NLA University 
Col lege, Kristiansand), ‘Natural Theo -
lo  gy and Science in Contemporary 
Apologetic Context: An Overview’ 

· John Lennox (University of Oxford), 
‘Science and Faith: Friendly Allies, 
Not Hostile Enemies’ (Reprinted with 
permission) 

· C. John (’Jack’) Collins (Covenant 
Theo  logical Seminary, St. Louis), 
‘Free doms and Limitations: C. S. Lewis 
and Francis Schaeffer as a Tag Team’ 
(Reprinted from Firstfruits of a New 

Cre ation: Essays in Honor of Jerram 
Barrs with permission) 

· Bjørn Hinderaker (NLA University 
Col lege, Kristiansand) and Lars Dahle 
(NLA University College, Kristian -
sand), ‘Genesis 1-3 as a Worldview 
Story: Exploring the Story and Its 
World  view with Francis A. Schaeffer, 
C. S. Lewis, and C. John Collins’ 

biblos 

· ‘Four Dozen Key Resources on Apolo -
getics and Natural Theology in an Age 
of Science’, as curated and annotated 
by Peter S. Williams (NLA University 
College, Kristiansand).  

nota bene 

· Iain Morris (Kharis Productions), 
‘How convincing is the case for God? 
The “Finnes Gud?” television series 
offers you the chance to assess it!’ 

· Finnes Gud? and The God Question 
for Starters 

A final note 
The editorial team wish to record our 
thanks to everyone involved, both with 
the 2018 Veritas Research Symposium 
and with the production of this special 
theme issue of Theofilos.  

We trust that this Supplement edition 
of Theofilos will provide an introduction 
to and overview of key issues in the inter-
disciplinary field of Science, Natural The -
o logy and Christian Apologetics, offering 
some fresh perspectives on these issues, 
whilst stimulating further reflections, a 
continued conversation, and future con-
tributions on these themes. 

 
Peter S. Williams 
Southampton, December 2020 
Guest Editor 
1 See https://veritaskonferansen.no/.


