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The question of origins is one of the most
fascinating and perplexing that we face
today. These five authors make a substan-
tial contribution to the discussion, though
there is nothing in the book that is ground-
breaking. All the authors teach at Wheaton
College, USA, and they have team-taught
theories of origins for many years. Each
chapter is written by one or two of the
coauthors, depending on their expertise
concerning the subject at hand.

The book comprises an introduction, six
parts, and a concluding postscript. In total
there are thirty-three topics addressed. In
the introduction, the authors claim to
defuse the ‘perceived tensions between sci-
entific and biblical accounts of origins.’
This assumption is based on (1) understan-
ding the cultural and historical contexts of
the biblical text (2) adopting a comprehen-
sive Trinitarian doctrine of creation and
(3) defining the limits and powers of scien-
ce and theology and discussing their histo-
rical engagements. It appears that these
authors have already decided, at the out-
set, that any tension between the biblical
text and science is ‘perceived,” in other
words, that it is not real. Thus, from a her-
meneutical point of view, readers can
adjust their reading lenses for an ardent
attempt to mask any potential conflict be-
tween science and the biblical text. The
fundamental presupposition of the auth-
ors, before engaging with various theories
of origins, is that when Scripture and sci-
ence are ‘interpreted well’ they ‘are not in
conflict.’

While science has a prominent and perti-

nent place in this book, it is continually
overshadowed by theological presump-
tions. To say it another way, science and
theology are not considered as necessary
informers for each other and the world,
but are kept in separate compartments
with the theology compartment being the
final authority for all the other disciplines
in the science compartment.

Here is a brief summary of the 6 parts of
the book.

Part 1 lays out some biblical principles
for interpretation, a comprehensive Trini-
tarian doctrine of creation, and the various
ways science and theology attempt to seek
knowledge. It is important to underline,
notably when it comes to the ‘comprehen-
sive doctrine,’ that it functions like a temp-
late that is placed over everything else.
Thus, for these authors, God is viewed as
working in all aspects of the natural world,
no matter how natural they may appear to
be.

In Part 2 there is an investigation into
Big Bang cosmology, planets and stars, fine
tuning, and multiverse.

In Part 3 discusses the origins of the
earth and solar system. Geology and time
are explored in the context of earth histo-
ry.

Part 4 examines the origin of life, one of
the most complex and intriguing questions
facing humans.

Part 5 interacts with Darwin and evolu-
tion. Present day understandings of gene-
tics and evolution are highlighted and con-
sidered.

In Part 6 human origins are explored in
light of the biblical accounts, fossil record,
and biology. Conclusions are summarized
and the implications of scientific findings
are discussed in the context of the biblical
text.

A postscript, which concludes the volu-
me, looks at how Parts 1-6 of the book
relate to new creation, care for the world,
science education, and how to have useful
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interactions with believers and non-belie-
vers on science and Christianity.

In my opinion, this massive book conta-
ins some helpful insights and is well worth
reading by both beginners and experts.
Despite the best attempts of the authors, I
don’t however think they make their case
that there are no tensions between the
Bible and science. If you never put the two
in dialogue how would you ever know?
Presuppositions and assumptions, in this
volume, tend to underplay any dialogue,
thus on these grounds one can come up
with the notion that no tension exists.

Hence, in my view, the authors have unfor-
tunately already come to their conclusion
on this issue, before they started.

The topics addressed here are hyper
important for Christians to engage with in
our contemporary context. Scientific theo-
ries of origins should always be carefully
interacted with in the household of faith,
while theological considerations are to re-
main open to affirmation and critique in
the light of our unfolding and emerging
knowledge of God and the world.

Gregory J. Laughery
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