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The plausibility structures around religious faith in Western culture are currently 
changing. 20 years ago, New Atheism heavily influenced the public conversation on 
faith and Christianity. Today, this hostile rhetoric has largely been replaced by curiosi-
ty and softer criticism.  

A study by the British Bible Society in 2025 found a massive increase in church 
attendance among young people. While the study is contested and the precise demo -
graphic impact is yet to be determined, there is no doubt that something signi ficant is 
happening in Western culture:  

   - Pastors experience young people beginning to go to church to find meaning and 
roots. 

   - Christian students and street evangelists experience that conversations have changed 
from hostile, critical questions to curiosity about the life of faith.  

   - Politicians have become interested in the Christian roots of Western society.  

   - Social media influencers talk unabashed about faith reaching millions of young 
people. 

These observations hint at a significant change in the cultural environment for faith in 
the West including in the Nordic countries.  

This theme issue of Theofilos explores and evaluates this new cultural context from 
four perspectives: 

   - Sociological perspectives: What can qualitative and quantitative research say about 
the cultural changes happening? 

   - Historical perspectives: What can be learned from history that can help us under-
stand the new cultural context and how the church should respond? 

   - Systematic perspectives: How can central ideas in the cultural context be assessed 
from philosophical and theological perspectives? 

   - Missional perspectives: How can the Church engage constructively with these new 
cultural trends and share the gospel in contemporary culture? 
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Contributing to the issue 

If you are interested in contributing to this special issue, you should contact the  
special editor and send a preliminary abstract of 200-400 words. Theofilos accepts 
manuscripts in English, Danish, Norwegian and Swedish. Author guide-lines can be 
found here: https://theofilos.no/authors-guidelines/.  

There are two options for publication: 

1. Academia. A double-blind peer reviewed publication of 4000-9000 words.  
The manuscript must constitute a unique contribution to the academic debate  
within a field of study with relevance for the overall purpose of Theofilos. 

2. Forum. Forum articles are not peer-reviewed but aim at a more popular audience 
and contain essays, critical discussions, analysis, book review articles, and other 
relevant texts. The article is reviewed by the editors. The length should be around 
2000-6000 words. 

All publications are open access and free of charge. Theofilos is authorized as a publi-
cation channel on level 1 in the Norwegian Register for Scientific Journals, Series and 
Publishers. 

Publication schedule 

    • November 1, 2026: Deadline manuscript submission 
    • November 15, 2026: Articles sent for peer-review 
    • December 15, 2026: Answer from peer-reviewers 
    • January 10, 2027: Submission of final version 
    • February / March 2027: Publication of issue 

Online theme conference 
Veritas Research Symposium Online 

The Plausibility of Christian Faith in Western Culture: From Dawkins to Peterson 

    • September 29, 2026, kl. 13.00-16.00.  
    • Want to present a paper? Propose an abstract (200 words) before  
        August 15, 2026, to ebn@teologi.dk  
    • Conference sign-up: ebn@teologi.dk  
    • Organizers are Theofilos, Center for Christian Apologetics (Menigheds- 

fakultet), NLA University College, and Johannelund School of Theology. 
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